Carol of the Bells

for mallet ensemble
Valerie Dreith

2021
(revised 2024)



For the percussionists of Walnut Hills High School
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Traditional Ukranian Carol by Mykola Leontovych

Valerie Dreith

2021
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ca. 2 min

INSTRUMENTATION

8 players

- Marimba 1 & 2 (Two players share a 4.3 octave Marimba)
- Marimba 3 & 4 (Two players share a 4.3 octave Marimba)
- Vibraphone 1
- Vibraphone 2
- Glockenspiel
- Percussion (second Glockenspiel, Chimes, Timpani)

PROGRAM NOTES

Originally composed and performed during my senior year at Walnut Hills, this arrangement of "Carol of the
Bells" puts a spin on the classic carol's repetitive, drone-like melody by turning it into a 2:3 polyrhythm, fit for
student percussionists who are beginning to grasp this concept. It expands upon this through new textures and
harmonic content that may sound unfamiliar, yet intriguing, to fans of the original. The piece slowly builds
energy until it explodes into a wall of counterpoint to wrap everything up in a neat bow, ready to be placed
under your tree.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

1) Vibraphone 1 & 2 cannot share an instrument, just as the Glockenspiel and Percussion part cannot share
a glockenspiel. Marimbas may use their own instruments, but it is not necessary.

1) Vibraphones should keep their pedals mostly open throughout the main melody to create a bell-like sound

2) At the end of the piece, Vibraphone 2 should move to the Percussion part's set of Chimes, as opposed
to using an entire second set.

© 2021-2024 Valerie Dreith
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soore Carol of the Bells
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Dance-like, J = 160

Mykola Leontovych
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